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At the FUN show, Eileen and her husband Bob shared a hobo nickel and a newspaper article from 1989 
about a man named John that had carved 100 nickels during the 30's. All the nickels were made to look 
like a smiling Indian, Eileen was asked to call John, get the scoop, and write a story for Bo Tales. Here 


is her story: 


le heard about John Slobodnik 

from a fellow who had two of 
his carved nickels. He said he knew 
the carver and called him to see if he 
would meet with us. He then gave us 
the phone number so we called and 
made an appointment to meet with 
John. 


eis a very interesting man to talk 

with, He was born in Chicago 
and during the Depression he joined 
the Civilian Conservation Corps 
(CCC) like a lot of young men during 
those tough years, “Jt was one way of 
making a little money, $30 per 
month, which was sent home where it 
was needed. I had to work several 
jobs plus the CCC to survive and to 
help my mother as there were 5 chil- 
dren.” Members of the CCC also got 
$20 per month for toothpaste, soap 
and other necessities. Not much was 
left over for the occasional three-day 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 


by Bill “Zemo” Fivaz 


‘oy, are we on a roll! I want to thank all of the mem- 

bers who picked up the gauntlet and responded with 
articles & stories for Bo Tales. “Bo-ette” is a happy 
camper, and I hope those who have written something 
Will continue to do so, and those of you who thought 
about it will take up the quill and pen a little blurb for the 
next issue. It’s nice to see your name on a by-line, and I 
think if you ask those who have already responded, 
they'll tell you it was a lot of fun and they fecl more a 
part of the club, and that’s what it’s all about! 


As most of you have probably heard by now, one of our 
fine board members, James “Dictator” Taylor, has 
moved on from the Director of Education at ANA to the 
Executive Directorship at the Model Railroad organiza- 
tion in Chattanooga, TN. James set a standard of excel- 
lence that anyone will be hard pressed to match in his 
educational leadership while at the ANA, and he will cer- 
tainly be greatly missed by everyone. However, we also 
know he will set new records in his new position, and we 
wish him, Imelda and his family every success, Now, if 
we can only get him to eat grits, collard greens and hog 
jowels.... James will stay on as OHNS board member. 


You're about to enjoy another fantastic edition of Bo 
Tales ... our Secretary/Editor, Gail “Bo-ette” Kraljevich 
continues to do an outstanding job, and it really shows in 
the following pages. Please read her article “What's Your 
Opinion” carefully and send her your opinion. It's 
thought provoking and a great exercise in helping you 
think before you act in your purchase of a hobo nickel. 


We've received a few entries in the “Name the Hobo” 
contest, and a couple are presented in this issue. If you 
haven’t already done so, why not put your bid in for a 
free Life Membership (a $250.00 value) and send your 
name and story in ... believe me, you'll have fun doing it! 


You'll also note that OHNS is working on its own web- 
site! See Jake Wood’s announcement on this and sending 
your e-mail address in for our database, As I said at the 
top, we're on a roll!! Membership is growing as more 
and more ‘boes are hopping on the freight car (see post- 
card #1 in my article) ... why not sign up a new member 
using the new application/submission form so they can 
enjoy the stew and chew of OHNS! 


See you in the next issue, and thanks again for your con- 
tinued support and participation. 


Train's pullin’ out ... gotta run! 


Carver John Slobodnik & his 100 
“Smiling Indians” 


Continued from Page L 
pass, during which John hitched a train and traveled the 
West Coast of the United States. 


At that time Slobodnik came up with the “Smiling 
Indian.” He was not aware of others being made. He 


“Smiling Indian” #76 


thinks it was about 1938 when he carved his 100 nickels. 
After giving the Indian figure a more elaborate headdress 
and hair combination, he added a diagonal line across the 
cheek that changes the original somber facial expression 
inio a smile. Slobodnik said, 


“The smile meant he was always willing to help out.” 


He made a total of 100 nickels, which helped him travel 
through Utah, Nevada, Oregon, and California. He would 


—— 
_ 


Cedar City Utah, 1940 
“Many women rode in the rodeo” 


show them to farmers and for that he would get some 
leftover pot roast, and as long as he didn’t smoke, 2 place 
to sleep. At times, Slobodnik would part with one of his 
Indians for $1.00 plus the food and lodging. 


Slobodnik didn’t keep track of the first 21 nickels. After 
that he began keeping a log of where each one went and 
what date it was presented, He still has some of the coins, 


Carver John Slobodnik & his 100 “Smiling Indians” 


Continued from Page 2 


John would like to hear from anyone who has one of his 
coins. “I figure that with so many people coming here 
from somewhere else that there is a preity good chance of 


a 


Modena Utah (100 miles from Cedar City) 
“Picture of me & one of my buddies” 


somebody having one of the Indians, or having a relative 
who had one. They are 
kind of like old friends, 
you know,” he said, "the 
Kind that you would like 
to talk about old times 
with.” 


Slobodnik served in the § 
Amny Air Corps, went to 
college and worked for 
Sunbeam Appliances 
and Western Electric 
before retiring to New 
Port Richey, Florida. 


While traveling, he also 
played the harmonica. 
He would sit around the 
campfire and play for 
and/or with others who might be so inclined. He is quite 
an accomplished player and also quite an artist. He does- 
n't work at it today, except for his own enjoyment, He 
drew a cartoon of a frog on the back of an envelope we 
received from him. It is very good. He is a very talented 
person. 


Note from Editor: Afier receiving this delightful article, 
I called John to verify the information. We had a won- 
derful conversation. John told me ihe coins were carved 
in 1938 on circulated Buffalo Nickels dated from 1920 to 
1934, Quite a few are on 1934 nickels. His carving tools 
included a small punch and hammer and a sharpened 
screwdriver: He held the coin in his hand while carving. 
He did not use a vice or any type of holder. 


Eileen Polk and John “Smiling Indian’ Slobodnik 


John kept a log of all the dates, and, except for the first 
21 coins, who they were presented to and where. He still 
has 24 lefi. No they are not for sale! (I tried!) He pres- 
ents them to family, including his sisters, brothers, chil- 
dren and grandchildren and to special people in his life, 
including his doctor that helped him through a difficult 
illness, Bileen’s coin was traded to a vender at a local 
flea market who promised not to sell it, but to write his 
story. (He didn't - but Eileen did!) 


John has also fashioned rings from half dollars and made 
a special ring for a very special granddaughter from a 
dime. His first carving was of Daniel Boone made on a 
Liberty Nickel but he has no idea where it is today. 


John would like to know what happened to the first 21 
nickels. He thinks the original owners must be gone and 
that the nickels are prob- 
ably hiding in old jewelry 
boxes. If you have a 
“Smiling Indian” or 
know of anyone who has, 
| John would like to hear 
from you at 813-847- 
2814. 


| When 1 told John his 
story would be in the May 
issue of BoTales, he was 
delighted. May 6 is his 
birthday. He is 79 years 
© young! 


Happy 
Birthday 
John. 


Keep smiling! 


John proudly displays his nickels. 


Journey into the Jungle for... Alice in Bourse-land) 
by Carollee “Cee-Bo” Allen, RM #408 


ho knew my naive wandering around the 

fringes of the FU.N. ‘97 Bourse floor would 
lead me down the Hobo Trail? My eyes were glazed 
and wearied by the hundreds of Morgan dollars Thad 
previewed. It was becoming a serious venture now, 
for those crucial key dates presented some mighty 
prohibitive prices! Yet, those gals all look the same! 


I was yearning for something that was 
pleasing as well as unique. 


Through the haze, like some Save Your Coin Soul 
Mission, the OHNS table surfaced. It 
offered a safe haven from the competi- 
tive madness; a calm, happy respite 
Smiling faces invited me to share a 
moment or two. There was no pressure 
to buy, no compulsion to “work-a- 
deal.” I could just sit, look and enjoy 
some wonderful pieces of Americana. 
These were all very pleasing and 
unique, wrought by the hand of some 
true American adventurer. Each of 
these hand-carved hobo nickels is the 
silent keeper of some fascinating story of life on the 
rails. I was intrigued, but not quite ready to “join a 
society” of hobo nickel lovers!?! 


Admittedly, [ wanted to buy one right then and there. 
- but no-0-0-0-0-0, Society member- 
ship was required and then an auction 
was to be held. I decided to “hold” on 
any further action. 


Thad been lot viewing at Heritage and 
discovered those darn hobos were 
going up in that auction, too. Where 
did these guys come from? I had never 
heard of them before. I had to come to a 
this “jungle” in Florida to be exposed Tee" 
to them. I jumped in the ring and seized 

the opportunity. I won two of those critters! The bid- 
ding was lively; these were some special items! 


Then the ol’ memory light started to flash feverish- 
ly. There’s more to be had! The OHNS auction was 


“Monique” by “Bo” 


running concurrently and I was not there! We made 
tracks down to Room 231. Luckily, there was an 
intermission! Without any further hesitation, I 
plunked down my membership fee, received my bid- 
der number, and seriously viewed the remaining 
Jots. Thank goodness for that intermission! By auc- 
tion's end, 1 was the proud owner of two more orig- 
inal hobos. Guess you could say I was now duly 
hooked! 


The year since my first hobo encounter has found 
me beating the bushes on the many roads I have tra- 
versed. I won a few more at various 
mail-bid auctions. I was paged on the 
bourse floor at Long Beach by a vest- 
| pocket dealer-because the word and my 
name was now “out on the streets.” I 
picked up a few more from an estab- 
lished dealer who is well-known for 
that other numismatic stuff. I even 
found an original in Rodchester, New 
York - home of the “Happy Hobo” - a 
modern-day neo-bo artist. My tastes 
and specifications have become more 
refined with each new exposure and acquisition. All 
of my “guys” have been certified as “originals” 
except one that was kicked back as a neo-bo, but I 
like him anyway. My three Moniques keep things 
“civil” and “genteel.” 


The Hobo Nickel books by Del 
Romines were very informative - but I 
hungered for more facts, more back- 
ground. The certification forms are 
very educational, helping one to devel- 
op the critical eye. The new auction cat- 
alogue format is also a great primer on 
evaluating. And most importantly - the 
Bo Tales offer a wealth of history, 
humor and knowledge. 


by “Bo’ 


I've enjoyed displaying my ever-growing “family” 
at coin clubs and educating others about these char- 
acters. On several occasions folks would reminisce 
about their own childhood encounters with true 
hobos, even though they had never heard of the 
nickels. 


ee —————ed 


1 own two copies each of the first and second edi- 
tions of Del Romines Hobo Nickels. One is reserved 
for my archives, the other is expressly for learning 
and sharing with others. " 


Needless to say, [ was anx- 
jously anticipating U.N. ‘98. 
J wanted to meet the folks 
associated with the names I’ve 
read about in Bo Tales. And, 
yes - I could hardly wait for 
the opportunity to participate 
in another Hobo Auction. [ 
had studied the catalogue end- E 
lessly, 1 was successful in tak- “Zepp,” “Zemo' 
ing down my quarry! | won three doozies in this auc- 
tion. I was ecstatic! 


My decision to become a member of OHNS has not 
been disappointing. Receiving Bo Tales and absorb- 
ing the fascinating stories is a delight. Hearing about 
the other members’ adventures in the hobo hunt is 


& “CeeBo” at FUN ‘98 


back issues of Bo Tales as you can. The discussions 
of various artists and techniques prove invaluable in 
honing a discerning eye. 


Special kudos to our Prez - 
Bill “Zemo” Fivaz. Despite 
his fame and notoriety in the 
Numismatic field, he is a 
warm - funny - pleasant - and 
sincere chap! Derbys and top 
hats are doffed to you! 


Once again the OHNS table 
provided a safe and happy 
haven. I always felt welcome 
and was fortified by the great Mulligan Stew pro- 
vided for all by Marilyn “Cookie” Fivaz. Thank- 
you very much, our First Lady of “Hobo-dom”!! 


Tam so pleased to have stumbled upon this “nickel- 
mine” and look forward to many more hobo ven- 
tures and jungle jamborees! 


enjoyable and insightful. Gather up as many of the 


What's Your Opinion? 


Gail Baker “Bo-ette” Kraljevich 


In the January 15, 1998 issue of Penny- Wise, the official publication of Early American Coppers, Inc., Denis 
Loring presented the following theory: “Suppose you have two large cents. They both look like lovely MS-60's 
with lustrous surfaces and attractive medium color: You show them to (Copper experts) Del Bland, Jack Beymer, 
Tom Reynolds, and Chris Victor-McCawley, who all agree that the coins are identical MS-60's. You're now told 


that only one of the coins is original, while the other has been cleaned and (superbly) recolored. Do you still 
grade both coins MS-60?” 


EAC members were invited to respond, and their answers arc in the March issue of Penny Wise. 
I thought it might be fun to present two similar theories for discussion in these pages. 
Number One: Suppose you have two hobo nickels, They both look like beautiful original carvings by a known 
artist, with intricate features and attractive toning. You show them to Del Romines, Bill Fivaz, and Dave Wilson 
who all agree that both coins are superior original carvings. You’re now told that only onc of the coins is origi- 
nal, while the other is a recent hand carved creation, superbly toned a warm tobacco brown. 
Number Two: Suppose you have two hobo nickels. They both look like modern neo-bos. Del, Bill & Dave 
agree. You are now told one of the coins has been in the owners family for years - passed down from grand- 
mother to granddaughter and originally obtained from a hobo passing through town. 

How do you now grade and describe these four coins? 


Think about it and send me your thoughts. [’ll print the responses in the next issue of Be Tales! 
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PRICING ORIGINAL HOBO NICKELS 


Del Romines, NLG 


‘icing an MS-63 coin is no problem. Pricing a 
double hubbed die coin is no problem. Pricing 
arepunched mint mark coin is no problem. On all 
of these coins, the pricing is based upon the quan- 
tity minted, the estimated known quantity which is 
available, the condition of the coin, and most of 
all, the supply and demand. 


Hobo nickels do not totally fit into any of the cat- 
egories above. A hobo nickel is a unique item. 
Since each one is individually made, and not 
struck on a set of dies which basically makes iden- 
tical coins, you not only have a unique coin, but 
each coin has a unique situation. 


There are several things to consider when trying to 
price an original hobo nickel, of which most of 
these follow: 


Is the artist a known artist or a known unknown 
artist, and has it been authenticated as an original? 


+ Is the art work that of a master, or is it the 
crude work of a no-talent artist? 


¢ What carving method was used? Is the art 
work totally carved, or is it partially carved, par- 
tially cut with a knife, or partially punched with 
some sort of a metal punch ? 


+ What is the actual condition of the carving? 
Has the carving received so much circulation that 
the entire carving can not be seen, or is it almost 
like an uncirculated coin? Does the degree of cir- 
culation on the carved side match the degree of 
circulation on the uncarved side? 


+ Are both sides of the coin carved? If so, do 
they appear to be by the same or different artists. 
If by different artists, was one artist much more 
talented than the other? 


+ What is the condition of the coin? Was it a 
high grade coin, or was it heavily circulated, high- 
ly cankered or damaged before it was carved? This 


may also help you to determine if the carving is 
original or modern 


Is the subject of the carving common, or rela- 
tively unique? Are there interesting devices used 
in the carving? 


+ Is the coin really one you want, or is it that you 
want it just because it is a hobo nickel? 


¢ Supply and demand on hobo nickels can not 
be determined. 


The supply and demand you are most exposed to 
are the coins offered in auctions. These auctions 
do not reflect the true supply but are only a limit- 
ed number released by a few individuals. I believe 
the bidders are actually creating the market and 
setting the price levels for hobo nickels. Each 
time a bid is raised, the average price paid for a 
hobo nickel is raised. 


Since you - the collector - are creating your own 
future buy prices, why not call it “raise the bid and 
the buy price” instead of “supply and demand.” 


Many collectors will tell you that I (Del) would 
not pay over $50- $100 for many of the coins 
some of you have paid several hundreds of dollars 
for. Regardless what my feelings about prices are, 
it all boils down to two major factors: 


+ + Do you like the coin you are purchasing 
or bidding on? 


+ + Are you satisfied with the price which you 
are paying? 


After all, it is a hobby to be enjoyed and if 
you are happy paying a high or low price for 
what you want in your collection, it is a good 
buy. 


THE CHOICE IS TOTALLY YOURS. 


MEMBERSHIP NEWS 


Gail Baker “Bo-ette” Kraljevich 
abibaker@erols.com 


Please welcome the following new members: 


Name State Number Sponsor 

Colonel Steven Ellsworth VA RM #459 Gail “Bo-ette” Kraljevich 
Robert Halbert TX RM #460 

James “Popeye” McMillin OK RM #461 

Jerome Schaeper, Jr. KY RM #462 

Bob “Rebo” Reed LA RM #463 

Alton Kitay CA RM #464 

David Moberg MN RM #465 

Robert “Weezer” Young UT RM #466 Bill “Know-It-All” Fivaz 
Mike Stopforth CA RM #467 

Norman Cox IN RM #468 

James “Geezer” Fischio UT RM #469 Bill “Candy Man” Fivaz 
Thomas “Two Feathers” Arch OH RM #470 

Harold Oakley TN RM #471 

Michael “Chicf” Annis MI RM #472 Bill “Cookie Lover” Fivaz 
Eileen Polk FL RM #473 Bob “I need a moniker” Polk 
Nolen Sill WA RM #474. Carollee “Ceebo” Allen 
John Krusac ™N RM #481 

William “Yank” Derrevere OK RM #482 Bill “Feev@webtv.net” Fivaz 
Jim “Duckhead” Delso OK RM #483 William “Yank” Derrevere 
Harry “Tink” Seese co RM #484 Bill “Zemo” Fivaz 

Harold Lehman FL RM #485 Dave “Willy” Wilson 
James Curry NY RM #486 

Roger Rhodes OH RM #487 Bill “I ran out of nicknames” Fivaz 
Joseph “BoJoe” Castelli PA RM #488, 

Sheldon Green IL RM #489 

John “Smiling Indian” Slobodnik = FL RM #490 Bob Polk 

Thomas Holmes OR RM #491 

Van Wilhite CA RM #492 Coin World 

Carrie Best FL. RM #493 Bill “Zemo” Fivaz 

Keith Topping CA RM #494 Del & Joyce Romines 
Sarah Bilak AL JM #495 

William Bean AZ RM #496 


Tf your label says 1997 - THIS IS YOUR LAST ISSUE OF BO TALES. 


Please pay your dues NOW! 
5 years @ $40.00 3 years @ $25.00 1 year @ $10.00 


Please take a few minutes to read the Bo Tales and Auction Catalogue submission information in the back of the 
newsletter. These dates are pretty firm and your cooperation is appreciated. 


Remember, articles for Bo Tales help to qualify you for a scholarship to the ANA Summer Seminar!!! 
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NAME THE HOBO CONTEST 


‘Want to win an OHNS Lite Membership worth $250 and have a lot of fun al the same lime’! Here’s all you do... 


At the recent FUN convention, member Archie Taylor donated a great original painting of a hobo to the club. 


He bought it in an estate sale recently, and thought the OHNS might be able to use it in some way, Can wel! 
Here’s the deal... 


The board decided this character should be our official “mascot,” but he needs a name. We will hold a contest, 
open to all paid up members except the board, to name this rascal and provide a story behind his name. Just sub- 
mitting a name won’t be enough as you have to write a little story about him as well to qualify. 


All entries must be sent to Bill Fivaz, at P.O. Box 888660, Dunwoody, GA 30356-0660, by June 30, 1998. The 
entries will be reviewed and voted upon by the board at the ANA Summer Seminar in mid-July and the winner 
will be announced in the August issue of Bo Tales, 


How easy can it be! Get out your pen (or computer), get your creative juices flowing, and send in your entry. 
‘You may be the winner of an OHNS Life Membership! 


Here’s our first few entries... 


Arthur “South Bound” Nickel 


by Roger “Twigg” Wollam 


rthur Nickel was born in Pittsburgh, Penna. on 

July 1, 1905 of immigrant parents. His father 
was born, of a wealthy family, in Amsterdam and his 
mother was born in Wales. They met in 
Wolverhampton, England and were married in 1891, 
both were 28 years old. They soon decided to make 
the great journey to the U.S. to make their fortune. 
Shortly after settling in Pittsburgh they purchased a 
small hotel and not long after, Arthur was born. He 
was the only child they had and by the time Arthur 
had graduated college, they had hotels all over New- 
England, seven in all 


When the great depression came, Arthur's family 
felt its wrath the same as many others had because 
of the fear of losing everything, his father took his 
own life. Two years later his mother passed, many 
believe, of grieving for her lost love. Arthur found 
himself all alone and nearly broke .... But because of 
his education, he felt he could save the business and 
the family fortune. He sold off four hotels so he 
could save the Philly, Baltimore and the original 
Pittsburgh hotels. It worked, and in the upper crust, 
many thought Arthur Nickel to be a very shred busi- 


ness man. But Arthur was not happy, even though he 
spent his winters in the Key West area of Florida, he 
just wasn’t happy with his life. 


Soon it became harder and harder to find Arthur, at 
home or at any of the hotels. Arthur had taken up a 
new life, not because he had to, but because he chose 
to. He always rode the train on his winter trips to 
Florida and enjoyed them to the point he decided to 
tide where ever they took him. Knowing it would be 
very costly to purchase tickets for his rides, he 
decided to ride as the Hobo’s did. He soon was 
acquainted with many of the carefree riders and was 
very quickly named “South Bound” because of his 
many stories he told of his winter travels to South 
Florida. 


Even though Arthur was very well off and always 
wore a suit jacket and Derby hat, Art “South 
Bound”, was a Hobo at heart. He never married and 
by the late 1960's, he just wasn’t seen anymore 
where he usually was scen. Like many Hobo’s, only 
God knows where his final resting place is. 


“Bo Tall” 


by Mary Ann Mellema 


the Depression years were hard - very hard. I 

know. I lived through them. Everyone seemed to 
be depressed but not me. I was born with a “funny 
bone” in my body. So many 
things were so funny to mc. 
Here’s a case in point: 


I saw my fellow “boes” mix- 
ing dandelions in their stew 
one cool late afternoon. I crept 
up and sprang in front of them 
crying, “A lion! I just seen a 
lion!” All quickly scattered, 
but [ remained. Then, arriving 
back shortly thereafter, [ 
announced to my fellow trav- 
elers, “Don't worry, he wont 
hurt you, he’s stewing away in 
that dande“lion” mixture 
you're about to serve up.” All 
had a hearty laugh (which goes 
a long way in hard times!). 
‘That’s when I met “Red.” 


This fellow was so skinny and = 
scrawny, that I named him Red Skeleton. Well, you 
know the story. He went on to become famous. The 
painting in Bo Tales proves my point. 


‘There was another character at the camp who made 
special cigarettes. He gave me a good many and I 
_jubilantly displayed them in the band of my hat. He 
said his name was Reynolds, 
RJ. Reynolds. 1 thanked him 
for his sharing and that’s when 
Red said he'd like to capture 
my essence in a painting. I 
wonder whatever became of 
that painting!! 


As I said at the beginning of my 
tale, these were real hard times 
that tried man’s soul and I did 
encounter so many in need, 
greater than minc. I shared all 1 
had with those I met and they 
would say, “Bo, you’re so tall 
in all your deeds and in your 
heart.” So soon, I was being 
called “Bo Tall” and I lived up 
to the name by being tall in my 
good deeds and kind ways. 
Now - this tall tale and others 
can be found in a fine publica- 
tion called Bo Tales Read about the other “tale- 
teller” stories in it. 


Nicholas “Nick” O’Honis 


by Stephen P. Alpert 


(The name is derived from the name of our organi- 
zation, the Original Hobo Nickel Society: The O 
from Original, HO from Hobo, N from Nickel, and. 
S from Society. The nickname “Nick” is from 
Nickel. O"Honis is pronounced as in “honest”) 


His story: 


ick was bom in Hoboken, New Jersey on 

January 10, 1906. He left home at age 16 to ride 
the rails and see the country. The longest time he 
spent in one place was a six-year stay in Sioux City, 
Towa in the 1930’s, where he worked as a soda jerk 
and clerk in a drugstore. 


Nick was liked by all the fellow hobos he encoun- 
tered because of his friendly disposition and smiling 
face, and his ability to tell spellbinding stories 
around the campfire. He was also well known for the 
wide assortment of items he stored in the hat brim of 
his derby. Like a magician, whatever item a situation 
called for, Nick could pull it out of his hat. 


While not a carver of hobo nickels himself, he had 
observed others working away creating them, at var- 
ious hobo jungles. He even posed once for an artist 
who carved Nick’s likeness on a nickel. Collectors 
are on the lookout hoping that one day that hobo 
nickel will be found. 


HOBO POSTCARDS ... 
@ RELATED COLLECTING AREA WORTH CONSIDERING 


By “Zemo” Fivaz 


Oo” the past 4-5 years, after getting depressed in when it was sent. Many of these make fascinating 
not finding any original hobo nickels at the var~ (and fun!) Reading! 

ious coin shows I attend, I decided to start a collec- 

tion of HOBO POSTCARDS. At many coin shows Card #1 - those who have been to the OLINS table at 
there are post card ~ FUN will recognize 
dealers who some- this photo as one [ 
times have this type had it made into a 
of merchandise, and poster to serve as a 
are happy to sell you backdrop to our table. 


whatever you can 
carry. A caveat here, 
however ... they will 
probably try to sell 
you postcards with 
dmunks on them, 
thinking they are 
hoboes. There are a 
goodly share of cards 
depicting derelicts, 


It depicts about 70 
hoboes on top of sev- 
eral C & NW. 
(Chicago & 
Northwestern Ry.) 
Freight cars, and at 
the bottom of the card 
is written; “Boes 
beating their_way to 
N. Dakota on a C & 


drunks and boozers, Haber rast Gare NM freight train. 
but in almost every case, they are just that ... sots, Aug. 13. 1914, Photo by Hersey & Hersey, Hecla. 
not hoboes, so be careful. $.D.”. 

Your editor thought it might be of interest to the There is no stamp on the back, but on it someone has 
members to see what some of these ,,, ssasaainacousenimies written (in pencil): “My uncle’s name is 


hobo posteards are like, so I told her | 
I'd be glad to do an article on some 
that I had, and if there is enough inter- 
est, maybe even a series of articles. If 
you have postcards you would like 
included in this column, let me know. 
Send either the original for me to pho- 
tograph, or your picture and any addi- 
tional information you may have. 


G.A. Silsby & he doesn’t own the com 
_ palace - that is a city affair. You may 

_ drink tea or coffee for breakfast or din- 
+ ner if you have lots of milk or water in 
it, but not for supper - ever. I cannot 
understand how that coat is too” (stops 
at the bottom of the card and picks up at 
the very top with): “...intend that you 
shall stay at the convent at Mitchell dur- 
ing the school year anyway as long as I 
For this initial presentation I’ ve select- am in this part of the country.” 
ed six that I think are quite interesting. 
The first three are actual photo post- 
cards, and the last three kinda tie in 
together, as you will see. 


Card #2 - this card has an unused green 
1g Franklin stamp on it from the 1908 - 
| 1922 era. On the front, a very prim and 


—————— proper young lady is pointing her finger 
Some of the available cards have HIGHS Posh Gard Az at a top-hatted hobo and is saying: 
stamps and writing on them and were actually “Now You BEAT IT.” On the reverse is the message: 
mailed. Others are blank or just have a message on “T thank you for your fine compliment, and I mean it 
them. I'll try to include the text on those that have it, to. Now beat it”. The card is addressed to Mr. Harley 
along with the person to whom it was addressed and Micthe, Georgetown, Ill. 
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Card #3 - a very interesting card showing a hobo (I 
believe) “grabbing a few rays!” At the bottom of the 
photo the sender has written: “At last Albert is 
ere "beginning to relax 
- FG.H.” The card 
was sent from 
Paris, France on 
- May 2, 1958, and 
has 43 Francs 
worth of postage 
on it. It is 
addressed to 
George Stevens. 
20 Century Fox 
Studios, Beverly 
Hills, California, 
U.S.A. The mes- 
Sage reads: “Paris, 
Saturday May 204, 
1958. Art Leuker, unit manager of “A Certain 
Smile” is flying over the pole to California tonight 


Hobo Post Card #3 


Hobo Post Card # 3 - “reverse” 
with a tape of a French fire truck horn. Vive la 
France! Best to all, Hadcett.” 


Card #4 - cartoon drawing of a hobo “tiding the 


ae ir mie ay ee 


tails’. At the top it reads: “I am jogging along com- 
fortably day after day.” The card is addressed to a 


Mr. Charles F. Koerr, 108 N. York St., Elmhurst, Ill, 
ihe message reads: Mother won’t come this week, 
Bella won’t let her, She was getting ready this mom- 
ing but the boss wouldn’t let her. Send you a letter 
tonight. MJ. Got your letter this morning.” The 
original stamp is missing, but it is postmarked 
March 12, 1908, Chicago, Ill, Sta. U. 


Card #5 - this card is unusual in that the design is 
embossed on the card. It reads: “Lower berths are 


Gower berths are killing me 


Killing me”. The card is blank on the reverse, Where 
the stamp goes it says: “Place stamp here. United 
States and Canada One Cent. Foreign two cents.” 


Card #6 - the last postcard in this initial series is 
again of one of our friends “rail-riding”. Beneath the 
cartoon it says; “Got a RESERVATION for a 


LOWER on the ZEPHYR DE-LUXE SPECIAL”. 
The card, with a 3 ¢ purple Statue of Liberty stamp 
(1954) was sent on January 13, 1960 from 
Wilmington, Calif. To Miss Arlane Kittle, % Nat'l 
Hotel, West 2" Street, Winona, Minnesota, and 
reads: “Hi there - Greetings from Sunny Calif. This 
is the way ’ll have to come home afier I spend all 
my money. Tell Harold to send me some more to 
spend - Ha! Ha! Regards, Jerry”. 


Wouldn't it be neat to have known these folks? I'll 
bet their stories would make a great TV series... 


More of these hobo postcards in the next Bo Tales. 


ed 


My First Hobo Nickels 


by Carl “Wolfman” Wesolowski 


't was about 6 % years ago that I had gone over 
to Europe. I had met my wife there, and ] 


was on my way back to Chicago (I live in 
Indiana, northern part) and I was talk- 
ing to a man from Iowa. We talked 
about antiques, etc. and he told me of 

a flea market that is held in a large 
field about 3 or 4 times a year in the 
town of WHAT CHEER, Iowa. 


About three years ago my wife and I 
went to the first one held in May. I 
went to look at a small container of 
coins, etc. and saw my first hobo 
nickel. I had just learmed of hobo 
nickels shortly before, but did not 
know of any value. I talked with the 


person awhile that was selling it, and the 


person did not know what it was, and would 
not come down from the selling price of $2.00. 


However, he did tell me that he got them from 
an old man that had recently died, and that 


was that. 


s Ee out a Two weeks ago I also came upon a 


man that had 4 more, and I purchased 
them, also. 


Number 1 is the one that I bought in 
WHAT CHEER, Iowa. I kind of 
favor Number 2 because it is evident- 
ly a miner with a light on his helmet. 
Three of them are dated 1913, 
Number 3, Number 4 & Number 5. 
Number 1 is on a 1916 nickel, and 
; Number 2 is on a 1928 nickel. 
Number 3 has a “deep car,” but I don’t 


know what he’s supposed to be. Number 
5 has a lot of very fine lines in the hat and 
background. 


1 wonder if I'll see some more some where. 
Oh well, happy hunting cveryone! 


Hobo Joke of the Week... 


By Doug “‘Zepp” Thurber RM # 456 


wo Hoboes staggered out of the jungle after much jug-raising. Walking the rails for 
awhile, one Hobo said to the other, “This wouldn’t be so bad, but the steps are too far 
apart.” At which the other replied, “I don’t mind the steps, but the banisters are so low!” 


Bo Tales - Where Is It Going? 
Gail Baker “Bo-ette” Kraljevich 
abibaker@erols.com 


A’ editor of Bo Tales, I’ve given a lot of 
thought to what our club journal should 
be and what it should not be. I believe Bo 
Tales should, first and foremost, be enter- 
taining. If it’s not enjoyable, it cannot fulfill 
our other missions, namely education, pro- 
motion and service. 


Our President, Bill Fivaz, has told us that the 
way to enjoy our hobby, and our club, is to 
actively participate. I would like to develop 
Bo Tales’s format into a vehicle for all of us 
to share our knowledge through action and 
reaction, Not all of us are writers, | know 
that. But we all have something to share. My 
hope is to develop the writers we have into 
instruments through which the rest of the 
membership can communicate. 


Ihave asked a few key pcople to commit to 
a series of articles. Short entertaining and 
educational pieces on a specific subject relat- 
ed to hobo nickels. The first of these articles 
appear in this issue of Bo Tales with Bill 
Fivaz’s column on Hobo Post Cards, Jake 
Wood’s Computer Update, Steve Alpert’s 
column on Original Hobo Nickels, Who 
Made Them and Why, and Doug Thurber’s 
“Joke of the Weck.” The next issue will 
include Satirical Tokens - The European 
answer to Hobo Nickels, by Bill Fivaz, and 
OHNS Club News & Views by Ray 
Flanigan. The idea is for our readers with a 
similar interest to communicate with the 
authors and share pictures, stories or even a 
reaction to what has been presented, for 
future columns. 


There are lots of other ideas: people in the 


hobby, hobo characters, railroad stories, train 
stations, banks, the depression, unusual fea- 
tures on hobo nickels, carvers, techniques, 
recent finds, talks or exhibits - ways to share, 
hobo language, hobo puzzles or games, what 
a nickel would buy in 1913, etc. Obviously, 
I’m just brain-storming - there are, I’m sure 
many that YOU can think of. I just want to 
plant seeds. 


I’m asking those of you that enjoy writing to 
consider authoring a short series of articles 
Knowledge is best gained over time through 
concise, regular Jessons - half a page - even 
a quarter page (how ‘bout one profound 
statement?). For the rest of you, please 
REACT to what is presented. Share your 
own experience or tidbit of knowledge. Give 
the writers among us the material (or even 
the suggestion of material) to write about. 


Throw in your 2 ¢ worth. 


Got a question? - ASK IT. 
Got a gripe? - COMPLAIN. 
Know a story? - TELL IT! 
Learn something? TEACH US. 
Have a treasure? - SHARE IT! 


Nuts & Bolts 
I work mainly in Corel WordPerfect 8.0 and 
Quark Express 4.0. I can read disks from 
most PC word processing programs. | have a 
scamner with text reader to convert hard copy 
(typed or printed pages) to disk. I can type 
your hand written pages. I accept e-mail. 


No more excuses! 
Write for Bo Tales! 


More on Emperor Of The North 


Larry Demangate RM #129 writes: 

In a previous issue of Bo Tales, Dave “Willy” Wilson, RM #2, mentioned the film made in 1972 and shot in 
Oregon called “Emperor Of The North.” A very good film, especially from the perspective of OHNS! Our very 
close friend, who at the time was a minister for the Church Of Christ in Oregon, had a nice role in this film. 
Enclosed are copies of pictures taken with the main stars; Borgnine, Marvin, & Carradine. If you would like, 
you can put these in Bo Tales - we're still close friends after all these years. 


Thanks Larry, for your interest and support of OHNS - here are the pictures - but what's your friend’s name? 
OHNS Members: The first two people (one by e-mail, one by snail-mail) to come up with the correct answer 
to this movie trivia question will receive a free club token overstruck on a Jefferson nickel by Ron Landis. 


e-mail: abibaker@erols.com 
or snail-mail: P.O. Box 1409, Malvern, PA 19355, 


Lee Marvin as a man of the road with ? 


Emest Borgnine as the merciless railroad cop with 2 


Scenes from 
Emperor Of The North 
Starring 
Ernest Borgnine 
Lee Marvin 
David Carradine 
& 

“The Mystery Minister 
of the North” 
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All Aboard! 
NEXT STOP: 


‘The 
Information Super Highway’ 


Website 


Computer Update 
By Jake Wood Jr. 
E-Mail: ohns @icdc.com. 


W: think often of hobos boarding trains. It’s time for those trains to accelerate onto the information 
superhighway. The train will be taking us to a common place in today’s world, a place where 
young and old are both present. 


= ——— 
We are compiling a list of members’ E-Mail addresses. The 1 ; 

addresses are being used for club news & updates, reminders, and t To send/your E-Mail Address H 

special notices. This is a quicker method of communication and 4 E-Mail: ohns@iede.com. I 

helps to alleviate mailing charges. Please e-mail us today! jy. yenbjectiooine: | 

I DATABASE i 

‘ A « : | In the body of your email include J 

The next part is a website. We have secured the name: 1 yourname, mailing address & 1 

hobonickel.com 1 member number (for verification) 
The ANA will host our website on their server. | ' 
Lb a oe a oo 


1 We will begin working on the OHNS website immediately. Information 
I Contact Jake Wood, Ir. 1 on Hobo Nickels, OHNS membership, our authentication program, and 
1 PO Box 625 I selected articles from Bo Tales will be available to everyone worldwide at 
Havertown, PA 19083 i the click of a button. This will be especially important as the ANA launch- 
Phone/Fax: 610.789.9268 4 es its Numismatic Curriculum Program. We will be able to help culti- 
| E-Mail: jake@icdc.com | yate not only numismatics in general, but more specifically the collection 
H 1 and research of Hobo Nickels. 


Our train is about to leave the station. 
We have a long ride ahead and I look forward to hearing from everyone. 


What I've Learned 
I've leamed that it's not what you have in your life, but whe you have in your life that counts. 
I've learned that you can get by on charm for about 15 minutes. After that, you'd better know something 
I've learned that even if you do the right thing for the wrong reason, it’s still the wrong thing to do. 
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How I Got Started 


by J. Allen, RM # 18 


y name is Ms. J. “Happy Hobo” Allen 

and, as far as I know, I am the only female 
Hobo Nickel artist. I learned my trade from my 
friend, J. Press and have been making modem 
hobo nickels for over 15 years 
now (since 1982). Most of my 
hand tooled creations are 
signed either “JA” or “J. 
Allen.” Lwas asked how to tell 
the difference between the 
works of J. Press and myself. 
To the best of my knowledge, 
J. Press always stamped his 
name, as do I, on the back of 
his work. However, if you 
have one like those pictured 
on my illustrated price list that 
is not signed, it is probably 
one of mine, not J. Press. 


Hobo Nickel 


Then he quit his job and said he was going into 
business for himself. Every year, he would send 
me a beautiful hobo nickel for my birthday or 
for Christmas. One day he came in person with 
a whole roll of hobo nickels. 
He explained this was his new 
business and he was very 
proud of his hobo nickels. 


I asked him why he called 
them that, as I’d never thought 
of him as a hobo. He gave me 
the book Hobo Nickels by 
Delma K. Romines. I read the 
book and it really intrigued 
me. I decided right there and 
then - if the hobos could do 
these wonderful works of art - 
so could 1. 


J. Press or J. Allen??? 


J, Press and I were life long friends. He was like 
a brother I never had. He liked to fish and we 
used to go fishing. He liked to dig bottles in 
dumps. Sometimes when we 
went digging we would find 
beautiful stoneware flasks and 
jugs. We also went metal 
detecting, finding coins, civil 
war buttons, cannon balls, and 
jewelry. One time, in what 
used to be a very old amuse- 
ment patk, we found an 
amethyst fruit jar full of Silver 
Dollars and Buffalo Nickels! 


My friend, J. Press was a very 
knowledgeable, intelligent 
man. He knew a lot, and 
spoke of things he’d seen, 
places he’d been, creatures he’d encountered, 
and people he’d met through the years. He was 
the most wonderful friend anyone could have 
known! 


Hobo Nickel “B" 
J. Press or J. Allen??? 


My Dad, an antique dealer and collector all his 
life, was very opposed to reproductions - 
because they were making new “antiques”; 
dishes, stoneware, furniture, 
lamps, etc. to look like the old. 
He got stung a few times, and 
because he was an expert on 
antiques, it made him very 
mad to find he had paid good, 
hard-earned money for a 
reproduction! Of course, the 
person he purchased it from 
swore up and down it was in 
Grandma’s attic!!! 


Knowing all this - I decided 1 
would try and make a hobo 
nickel - my own creation. My 
first hobo nickel was a clown 
(#46 on my illustrated price list). 1 am proud of 
it. J. Press flipped out - my first try, he said, was 
fantastic! He encouraged me to continue on in 
my new career. I remember him telling me not to 


make an illustrated price list because people will 
pick out the hardest one to make and order it. I 
told him - GOOD - that'll be a real challenge! 


T refuse to copy the designs in the hobo book - 
these hobo nickels are works of Depression 
Time Folk Art and should be left to the antiqui- 
ties of that time only. 


So, J. Press and 1 agreed we would make mod- 
em hobo nickels. We took them to the local coin 
dealer, Ursula, and when she bought mine over 
his - that was the extra encouragement I necded 
to continue making these fine works of art. 


I started advertising then in both Coin World 
and Numismatic News. My customers loved 
them so much, they encouraged me to start mak- 
ing them on full date Buffalo Nickels, instead of 
the no-date or partial date coins I had been 
using. You will note however, the “Mohawk” 
(#38 on my illustrated price list) is done on a 
dateless Buffalo Nickel, because his rawhide 
fringe covers the area where the date is. 


Reverse of Hobo Nickel “A” 


T enjoy making these; they are very relaxing to 
do. It takes me about 1 hour to do 1 hobo nick- 
el, by hand, using hammer and chisels. 
Depending on the difficulty of the design, I usu- 
ally make about 4 or 5 a day. I do not stock pile 
them. Each one is done as I get orders for them, 


My life-long friend, J. Press passed away a few 
years ago. I was crushed. I wanted to quit, but 
my friend Ursula, from the coin shop, encour- 
aged me to go on. 


In 1993, Billy Ware, one of the founders and a 
charter member of the Original Hobo Nickel 
Society, called and told me about the “OHNS.” I 
am very happy to be Regular Member #18 and 
will continue to tell others about our wonderful 
club! 


One of the modern hobo nickels pictured is by J. 
Press; the other is is one of my creations. Can 
you tell the difference without looking at the 
reverse? 


Creamed Squab a fa Jungle 
“Pigeon, in some circles, is a real epicurcan delight. It has dark meat like grouse or pheasant and tastes fairly 
similar to both. In pricey restaurants, it’s advertised as squab and exquisitely prepared in a cream sauce with 
mushrooms and pearl onions. But alas, in jungles we didn’t have such luxuries as cream sauce, so we impro- 
vised to come as close as possible. Just thinking of it makes me want to cook up a pigeon stew like I did in the 
old days. As I remember, it was absolutely sinfully delicious. Add a side order of salted corn-on-the-cob, a meal 
par excellence!” by Buzz Potter, printed in Done and Been by Gypsy Moon 


5 - 6 pigeon breasts 
quartered onions 
unpeeled wedges of potatoes 


celery or carrots 
3 ths. cornstarch or flour 
salt and pepper to taste 


Braise breasts over open fire. Cover with water in pot. Cook gently about half an hour, Add onions, potatoes, 
salt & pepper and celery. Cook one hour, Add cornstarch and stir. Flour works, but cornstarch doesn’t lump. 


7 


HOBO CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
by Amo Safran 


e-mail; 75057.670 @compuserve.com 
Founder and editor of the Trenton Numismatic’s Club’s monthly newsletter (now in its 15th year) 


Editor of the Hills Numismatist, monthly newsletter of the Watchung Hills Coin Club 
Editor of the New Jersey Numismatic Journal, quartetly of the Garden State Numismatic Association 
“See what happens when you enter retirement! Hope you all enjoy the puzzle!” 


ACROSS 

2where OHNS annual 
meeting is held 

3a hobo-who repaired 
umbrellas 

7a form of Chinese 
money or farm tool 

9Indian side of coin 
(abbr. ) 

12iIn Bo's time a 
nickel bought 

cream. 

12WEIi known modern 
hebo nickel producer 

15carver of sets of 
Presidents 

16club for token 
lovers 

19 first name in nickel 
design 

20bag Carried by hobo 
ona stick 

21city where first 
OHNS auction was 
held. 

231ast name in hobo 
nickels 

24ahigh card 

2730's jocker 

28 Summer Seminar 
location 

314 cigarette but 

33 what the T-1 Buffalo 
is on 

34 carving with outer 
fields” removed 

35 Peanut ,,name of 
unknownartist 

36Bo's work: an 
example of high folk 


38 indian hair style 

40 hobo hat 

alchief engraver of 
Gallery Mint 


DOWN . 
1hobo nickname 
2winter destination 
4 zemo ‘i 
Sbuffalo side (abbr.) 
6Gnawbone flea market 

(2 words) 
Swandering migrant 
worker 

10 railroad law 

llworn in Indian's 

hair 

14modern artist J. 

15 fast freight train 

17He wrote the book. 

18 "model' buffalo (2 


HOBO-1 
7 z 3 |_|? 5 
6 
D 8 3 10 
aL 
12 i a) | 
15 = 16 i a7 
Fe Te — 6 
20 a = 
22 
23 24 25 
26 
27 28 23 30, | ] 
i | | 
a] 32 
33 
3a 35 
36 j 37 
33 33 40 
a2 | 
words) Convention = 33Monique's 
1gteacher 28what Hobo nickel wa sugar-daddy 
221ast name in nickel before carving 37'Piver' President 
gesign 4 29thres letters often 39'mother’ of all coin 
Z3buffalo greding area "removed from obverse clubs 


25hobo c 
26slow freight train 
27home of Nat'l Hobo 


30 place to house rare 
lobo nickels 
32carving tool 


(Answers on page 31) 
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Old Original Hobo Nickels: 
Who Made Them, and Why? 


By Stephen P. Alpert 


know for sure that many hoboes made hobo 
ickels. But they didn’t have a monopoly on 
their creation. Other artisans also produced hobo 
nickels - primarily jewelers, and metal workers, and 
engravers. Some hobo nickels were probably creat- 
ed by dentists. Dental power drills, grinders and pol- 
ishers (a luxury hoboes didn’t have) would have 
greatly eased and sped up the making of a hobo 
nickel. I have a couple of old hobo nickels that look 
like they were made using dental power tools. 


I believe it is safe to assume that the majority of 
hobo nickels were made by hoboes. And it is safe to 
assume they were primarily made to sell, or barter 
for food, lodging, transportation, etc., and not for 
use within the hobo society. 


Who or what is depicted on most hobo nickels? The 
standard design (domed hat, beard, collar) probably 
is generally just a generic depiction of a man. What 
else would be easier, if you wanted to alter the 
Indian head on the nickel, and you don’t have too 
great an artistic talent? A hat changes the top of the 
Indian's head and hair; a domed hat is the same 
shape as the Indian’s head. A beard changes much of 
the face and obliterates more of the hair and part of 
the braid. And a collar or coat below the neck fin- 
ishes the transformation. 


T believe the new depiction generally docs not repre- 
sent a hobo (unless it is a self portrait of the artist, or 
a portrait of a hobo friend). If the carved or punched 
portrait were to depict a generic hobo, there would 
be more specimens depicting a bindle, or tattered hat 
or coat, or other indications of hobo life, or a gencr- 
ic hobo’s name or moniker. 


Hobo nickels apparently were made within the hobo 
community, to be sold or exchanged to people out- 
side that society. This appears to be the reason why 
the widespread use of hobo communication symbols 
(carved or marked on wooden fences, posts, signs, 
ete. - to warn or help other hoboes) seem to be total- 
ly absent on hobo nickels. ] have never seen any 
possible such symbols on a hobo nickel. 


In the latter decades of original hobo nickel produc- 
tion (the 1940's through 1970's), many hobo nickels 
were made for coin and hobo nickel collectors like 
us. 


Hobo nickels have always been and still are fasci- 
nating conversation pieces among the general pub- 
lic. Most people have never seen one, and when they 
do, they're surprised and fascinated by the creativi- 
ty (in altering the coin design) and the artwork. 
Collector or not, anyone who comes across a nice 
hobo nickel realizes it’s something special. They are 
a form of folk art, not yet or barely recognized by the 
art world. 


Steve “The Big One” Alpert, LM #10 lives on the 
West Coast and has been “enjoying” El Nino the 
last few months. He is a dealer, specializing in 
tokens, medals, and other collectibles. Steve has 
been collecting and researching hobo nickels for 
many years and is currently writing a book on the 
subject. Steve will be a regular contributor to Bo 
Tales. He can be reached at: 


Steve Alpert 
P.O. Box 66331 
Los Angeles, CA 90066 


4 Hobo’s Best Friend - The Gunboat 
by Buzz, Potter from Hobe Poetry and Other Lore (on the Hobo Times’ Website) 

gunboat is a grey light metal can that railroad spikes are shipped in and they can be found empty along any track in the 

country. They’re got more uses than a Swiss Army knife. They make an ideal stewpot or coffee boiler (they hold about 
four gallons) once you boil the spike grease out, They’re lighter than standard pails so they can casily be carried along hold- 
ing loose gear once a rope handle is attached, Turned upside down they can be used as a step to assist in boarding a boxcar. 
The thin walls of a gunboat can easily be penetrated with a buck knife; a few holes punched around the bottom and they 
become a great stove for maintaining a small contained fire. They make a pretty good makeshift washing machine too; a 
great tool for boiling socks and underwear (all hoboes know that clean clothes are warmer than dirty ones). 
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My Neat $10 Hobo Nickels 


by Bill “loaner” Sloan 


t least two years ago, I decided to send some of Thirteen original hobo’s (many Above Average, 
my better hobo’s to OHNS for analysis and with 2 grades of Superior) and, would you believe, 
(hopefully) certification. J filled out the (then) appli- one counterfeit hobo 
cation and ran multiple copies of it on my office (cast, carving on both sides a quick review of my 


copy machine. J then stored it in my 
briefcase so I wouldn’t forget it while 
I debated whether the neat nickels I 
purchased in the 1960's for $10 each, 
were really worth $15 each to have 
analyzed, with the distinct possibility 
(I thought) of being disappointed! 


past Bo Tales today revealed that the 
reverse- was nearly identical 1 the 
cast nickel illustrated on page 3 of the 
August 1997 issue, which belongs to 
Virg Marshall IIT). (I'll swear they 
were from the same cast!!!) 


I can wholcheartly assure every 
tember of the OHNS that the cost 
and quality of the grading and analy- 
sis by these great people is worth 
every cent charged, and much much 
more. My highest complements — it 
was really exciting!! 


Well, I debated it for awhile and then 
Td forget about the applications until 
the next Bo Tales or auction catalogue 
arrived. 


“Potty Buffalo" 


Two years passed, and finally, I bit the bullet, wrote 
the check to the OHNS, figured out 
how to package and mail my 14 best 
hobo’s (I'd never mailed any of my 
coins anywhere before, in all my 58 
years of collecting!!), and very 
frankly held my breath. 


T’d like to quote Bill’s narrative of my 
“Potty Buffalo” — F-387: 


“The artist of this piece had a sense 
of humor (and possibly diarrhea): 
totally carved, and a woe-begone 
look on the poor fellow’s face. Great 
work on the folds of the pants and 
shirt. The poor soul didn't even have 
@ time to take off his hat!” 


‘This Monday, a registered package too 
big for the P.O. Box arrived from the 
OHNS. 1 TOOL A DEEP BREATH (1 
had alittle left), made a beeline for the 
office and told my secretary T didn’t Gast Pannen 3 

want to be disturbed. ‘And Gail graded it superior and said: 


I gasped when I saw the marvelous 
photographs of my hobo’s showing 
much more detail and beauty than I 
had ever seen on any of them before 
(in all those years of admiring them). 


“This excellent reverse carving is 
loaded with character! The artist 
made wonderful use of the buffalo’s 
hump, beard and legs. Although the 
subject is not unique - rare.” 


That was just the first thrill - I then 
read the great analysis, commentary 
and grading by our two experts (Zemo 
and Bo-ette, of course). 


I found my first hobo in 1946 in the 
change drawer of a drugstore where I 
worked in Lincoln, Nebraska, but all 
that is another story. 


WHAT A SUPER JOB EACH OF 
THEM DID}!!! 


GEV Sopintarielt- ReGaras Thank you, Bill, Gail and OHNS. 


(Copied from the same coin as the 
“Marshall Specimen”) 
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Bill "Sloaner" Sloan's $10 Hobo Nickels 


First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Above Average (Low) 


Comments: 

A totally carved figure on a very high 
grade (AU-58) 1916 D. Nice accent lines 
in hat, rather lightly done hair and beard 
and shallow, plain "C" ear. Profile 
unaltered. Hatband well done, collar very 
simply represented. 


Artist: unknown 


Date of Coin: 1916 Grade: AU 


Method: carved 


Second Authenticator: Gail Kraljevich 
Quality: Average (High) 


Comments: 
Nice attractive original hobo nickel. 
Unusual beard. 


Mint mark: D 


Mustachoised soldier wearing 
spiked helmet. 


First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Superior 


Comments: 
A lovely engraved piece, possibly the 
work of a jeweler or engraved plate 
maker. Delicate accent and highlight 
lines throughout this coin add to its 
desirability. Probably represents a 
German WWI officer. 


Artist: unknown, 
Date of Coin: no date 


Method: engraved 
Grade: VF 


Second Authenticator: Gail Kraljevich 
Quality: Above Average 


Comments: 

Tagree with Bill - this is a beautiful 
engraved piece. Unusual subject - adds to 
the desirability. Profile not altered - but 
detail on helmet and uniform is excellent! 


Mint mark: P 


F-389 


Curly hair/bearded man 
wearing derby. 


First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 


Quality: Above Average (High) 


Comments: 

‘The hair and beard (textured) technique 
is probably the nicest I've seen on a hobo 
nickel other than those by "Bo" and 
"Bert" in the early 50's, Altered nose, eye 
and nostril, Plain hat with stripped hat 
band. Eyebrow added, Interesting and 
attractive technique, 


Artist; unknown 
Date of Coin: no date 


Method: carved 
Grade: low grade 


Second Authenticator: Gail Kraljevich 
Quality: Above Average (High) 


Comments: 
Beautiful carved coin! Ear, hair and beard 
are superior. Ethnic nose, Obviously done 
by a very talented artist. 


Mint mark: P 
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Bill "Sloaner" Sloan's $10 Hobo Nickels 


First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz Second Authenticator: Gail Kraljevich 
Quality: Above Average Quality: Above Average (High) 
Comments: Comments: 

Obviously ethnically altered piece (nose, This is one of the most unusual carvings 1 | 
eye, lips) with interesting have ever seen! The artist used a 
dual-techniques uscd on hair and beard VARIETY of techniques to create many 

and highlighted by red coloring. Hair and textures. Superb!! 


goatee carved (nicely) upper beard 
punched. Eyeglasses not usually 
included; portions of Indian design still 
visible on hat and hat brim. Coarsely 


dressed field. 

Bearded man with glasses Artist: unknown Method: carved 

wearing derby. Date of Coin: 1923 Grade: low grade Mint mark: P 

First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz Second Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Above Average Quality: Above Average 
Comments: : Comments: 
Large "C" car (raised) on subject, nose ‘Nose has been altered creating a hook. Hat 
and eye ethnically altered, Curly hair and has band with design, Collar and hint of 
beard and well done hat with hat band. Adams’ apple. Nice carving. 


Very interesting technique used for jaw 
line from ear to end of goatee - leaves 
impression of 3-D effect. 


Artist: unknown Method: carved 


Bearded man wearing derby. 
Date of Coin: 1913 Grade: XF = Mint mark: P 
F392 

First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz Second Authenticator: Gail Kraljevich 

Quality: Above Average Quality: Above Average 

Commenis: Comments: 

The nose has been drastically altered Nose looks like metal has been added 

ethnically. Much of the design has a making it appear larger. Lips worked. 

“textured” appearance and the subject's Adams’ apple LARGE. Ear over bat. Hat 

ear overlaps the hat brim. Brow furrows looks smal] for head. Very well done. | 


and finely detailed eyebrow and beard. 
Collar well executed as are the facial 
features. 


Artist: unknown Method: carved 
Date of Coin: 1913 Grade: VF Mint mark: S$ 


Bearded man wearing derby. 
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Bill "Sloaner" Sloan's $10 Hobo Nickels 


F-393, 


First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Average 


Comments: 

The subject (man wearing derby) is the 
traditional subject of the hobo nickel 
artist, but the coin, an XF 1913 -$ T-1 is 
not. Coin appears to have been totally 
carved, with a textured hat. Curious 
"double ear” at the back. 


Artist: unknown 
Date of Coin: 1913 


Method: carved 
Grade: XF 


Second Authenticator: Gail Kraljevich 
Quality: Average 


Comments: 
Hair and beard carved. Hat with band and 
bow. No collar - profile not altered. Could 
double ear be hearing aid? (Nice Host 
Coin!) 


Mint mark: S 


Bearded man wearing low 
derby. 


First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Above Average 


Commenis: 

A very nice, cleanly totally carved piece. 
Field has been dressed and then stippled. 
‘Nose ethnically altered; hat done with 
extreme care and definition, using 
highlights. Subject has beard but unlike 
most, no mustache. 


Artist: unknown Method: carved 


Date of Coin: no date Grade: XF 


Second Authentieator: Gail Kraljevich 
Quality: Above Average 

Comments: 

Subject locks Amish. Hat one of the nicer 


ones I have seen - ots of detail on band 
and bow. Curly hair very well done. 


Mint mark: none 


Heavily bearded man wearing 
derby. 


First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Average 


Comments: 
Ear design similar to our "Telephone 
Ear" artist. Ethnically altered nose, ear 
overlaps hat brim. Collar very well done. 
Beard very finely punched and possibly 
chemically darkened. 


Artist: unknown 
Date of Coin: 1919 


Method: carved 
Grade: XF 


Second Authenticator; Gail Kraljevich 
Quality: Above Average 


Comments: 

A most interesting coin. Nose has been 
flattened - expanded to appear bigger, -- 
similar to F-392. Ear over hat. Collar, nice 
hair and beard. 


Mint mark: P 
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LETTERS 


Arlene Kelsey writes: 

Thank you so much for putting my poém on the front of your newsletter. I was so surprised! Thank you also for 
the extra copies you sent to me. My husband showed it to a reporter from a local newspaper and they put an arti- 
cle on the Hobo Nickel on the front page. How about that? I self-published a book of poctry last December and 
I'm haying a book signing at our public library. The main reason I had the book made was for my children and 
grandchildren so this is a new venture for me and quite exciting. 


From Peter Irion, TAMS Librarian: 

Several years ago, the TAMS Library received a complimentary copy of Bo Tales for the library collection. The 
past several years we have unfortunately not been able to add any more copies of this fine newsletter to our 
library. On behalf of the officers and members of the Token & Medal Society, I am wondering if the OHNS could 
send TAMS your newsletter for future token researchers to use and enjoy. The TAMS Library could be the 
depository or library for your organization, and if any OHNS members would like to borrow back issues or other 
research materials, they can write to me and I will mail them or make photocopies of specific pages. It would 
also be greatly appreciated if the OHNS could donate copies of previous OHNS auction catalogues, possibly 
with prices realized lists. These would be a very valuable research tool for anyone needing more pricing and rar- 
ity information on specific pieces, And TAMS would preserve these records for future generations to use. 


T received your request for hack issues of the OHNS publication Ba Tales and OHNS auction catalogues 
Enclosed is a compleie set of the OHNS publications to date - probably one of only a few complete sets that 
exist. The first issue is a reprint. I have also enclosed prices realized for all six auctions and several copies of 
our brochure. TAMS has been placed on our membership rolls and will receive future mailings with our compli- 
ments. Rather than having TAMS reciprocate by sending us future copies of the TAMS journal (I think we're all 
members anywayl!), we would rather you send a copy of your publication to a YN with best wishes from OHNS. 


Mike “The tslander” Sexton writes: 

Thank you very much for the prompt turn-a-round of the past issues of the newsletter Bo Tales and the past auc- 
tion catalogues - I really feel like I’m getting to know you and the other founders of OHNS through them! I 
thank you for asking about my first Hobo Nickel. While “only” low average and an “unknown artist” it will 
always be prized as my first “real” Hobo! Dave “Willy” Wilson sold it to me after some persuasion on my part! 
It is almost identical to the one auctioned in the 1996 auction (1/6/96) Lot #18 (F-072). 


Thope you don’t mind a few questions | have regarding adding Hobos (or is it Hoboes?) to my collection - I'm 
a Buffalo Nickel enthusiast with a mostly complete certified 63-64-65-66 collection. Do hobo nickels trade only 
at auctions or are there reasonable values available from dealers in the OHNS and who are they? Would having 
someone like Ron Landis carve a 3 leg Butfalo Nickel enhance it or destroy it? I have a 3 leg for this idea if you 
think it may have merit. (Readers, let’s hear what your opinion is on this one!) 


Thank you for my basic learning tools - the newsletters and the past auction catalogues. For my last question - 
can you help me get a copy of Joyce Romines new book - The Hobo Nickel? (OHNS has copies for $25) 


Thope my moniker is acceptable! There’s a good story behind the moniker for another time... 
(We'd LOVE to hear it!!) 


Janet Wilkey: 

Thanks for sending me the back issues of Bo Tales and the Auction Catalogues. Ihave already spent many hours 
studying and seem to be just getting started! I enjoyed reading your articles, especially And a F.U.N. Time Was 
Had By All in the Feb. ‘95 issue, and feel I know you and the members you talk about. 
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Ray “Erie” Flanigan writes: Hobo heads up National Model Railroad Association! 

What form of transportation did Hoboes usc the most? Well, other than their feet, trains are reported to be the 
preferred means of transportation and what Hobo has access to the entire library and historical data of the freight 
trains and terminals of this country? Our own James “Dieteter Choo Choo” Taylor! (Wonder if he took a 
lot of white hats with him or if he’ll switch to the stripped engineer type cap7)) He will soon be filling these 
pages with many true Hobo stories gleaned from the members and library of the NMRA- 


A couple of years ago I placed a ‘[ree’ ad in Numismatic News looking for Hobo 
nickels. I got two letters - even before I got my copy of NN. Both letters con- 
tained original hobo nickels, but one caught my eye. It was especially nice, rea- 
sonably priced and eventually was certified as F-016, above average. In addition 
to Hobo Nickels and Type Coins, I also collect numismatic literature. T enjoy 
reading about coins and their history almost as much as I enjoy owning them. To 
get back to the story of F-016, I wrote to the previous owner and asked he if knew 
anything about the coin and how he had come to own it. In a couple of days T got 
a reply saying he had the coin for a long time. His father had played in a band 
during the depression and received it as part payment for a dance he had played 
Bearded man with domed hat. at. No one will ever know, but I wonder if it was a Hobo dance? 


An ANA Summer Conference Report from YN Philip Kiernan: 

Every July, the American Numismatic Association hosts a summer conference in Colorado Springs which is 
attended by numismatists from both the United States and other countries. Conference participants attend class- 
es on a numismatic topic of their choice. An assortment of both social and educational activities provide a 
refreshing week for any numismatist. 


Of the conference participants there exists a group of young numismatists under the age of 23 who have had their 
conference expenses paid for by ANA scholarships. This year, I was fortunate cnough to receive an ANA spon- 
sorship provided by the Hobo Nickel Society. | took David Yagi and Kerri Wetterstrom’s course on Roman 
Imperial Coinage, a subject which is of great interest to me as | am a student of Classical Studies. At the con- 
ference I also enjoyed the opportunity to meet and chat with fellow numismatists of my own age and with sim- 
ilar interests. 


In spite of the ANA’s efforts to keep the expense of the conference to a minimum, participants must still cover 
the cost of their tuition, food, lodging and transportation, While every penny can be considered well spent these 
costs prohibit younger numismatists and university students from attending. Thus the ANA scholarships are an 
excellent investment in the future of numismatics as both a hobby and an academic subject. I wish to express my 
sincere thanks to the Hobo Nickel Society for the financial support they have provided. 


Information on ANA’s Summer Conference, birth place of OHNS, is available from the Education 

Department of the ANA, 818 North Cascade Avenue, Colorado Springs, Colorado 80903-3279. Phone: 1-800- 

367-9723. Donations to the OHNS Scholarship Fund can be sent to: OHNS, Box 1409, Malvern, PA 19355. 
ioe 

Please check out the list of back issues of Bo Tales and OHNS Auction Catalogues available for sale 

in the back of the journal. We also have reprints of Del Romines first book on Hobo Nickels ($25 ), 

Del and Joyce Romines new book on The Hobo Nickel ($25), hobo nickel tokens ($10 - or free with 


purchase of book) and a few T-shirts in size large only ($15). Please make checks payable to OHNS 


mad inal tot P.O. Box 1409 


Malvern, PA 19355 
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O.HLN.S. CERTIFICATIONS 


Foreign Carving 


First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Below Average 


Comments: 

Because this is a carving on a foreign 
coin, it cannot be certified as a hobo 
nickel. This type of carving is popular on 
Shillings, and may or may not have been 
done prior to 1980. Kruger has a 
"Sherlock Holmes" type of pipe and a 
“plantation hat" carved onto the portrait. 


Second Authenticator: none 


Quality: 
Comments: 


Watch for Bill Fivaz's series on 
SATIRICAL TOKENS - THE 
EUROPEAN ANSWER TO. 
HOBO NICKELS beginning with 
the next issue of Bo Tales! 


Dt, Kruger (South Aiica) with Artist: unknown Method: carved 
hat and pipe. Date of Coin: 1897 Grade: Mint mark: 


Love Token 


Scene of a village with a 
tower. 


First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Superior 


Comments: 

While this should be classified as a 
"senic" love token instead of a hobo 
nickel, the workmanship is excellent and 
being on a Liberty Nickel, should 
command a nice premium. The village 
looks quite European in design. An 
interesting piece that a love token 
collector would very much enjoy having 
in his/her collection. 


Artist: unknown, 


Date of Coin: 1892 


‘Method: carved 
Grade: 


Second Authenticator: none 
Quality: 


Comments: 


If any of you have love tokens on 
BUFFALO NICKELS - please Jet 
me know. We would like to do a 
feature on them! 


Mint mark: none 


Bearded man with boller hat. 


First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Above Average 


Comments: 

‘While there is no way to tell with 
ceriainty, | feel this Barber quarter was 
carved prior to 1957 from the style, etc 
Itis the first carving I've seen on aU.S. 
quarter, with the field around the figure 
carved out to produce a cameo effect. It 
has the appearance of an Amish man 


from the hat and beard design. 
Artist: unknown “Method: carved 
Date of Coin: 1916 Grade: VF 


Second Authenticator: none 

Quality: 

Comments: 

Hobo carvings on coins other 
than Buffalo Nickels are always 


interesting! Lf you have any - 
please share them with us! 


Mint mark: D 
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HOBO SENSE 


First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Below Average 


Comments: 
Very unusual carved piece as it is on an 
Indian Cent (1864-1909). All lettering on 
obverse and reverse has been shaved off 
with only girs head on obverse and 
wreath on reverse (no shield). Feathers 
on obverse carved away. 


Artist: unknown, 
Date of Coin: no date 


Method: carved 
Grade: low grade 


Second Authenticator: Delma Romines 
Quality: Below Average 
Comments: 


Tone and wear appear to be consistant 
with normal long term circulation, 


Mint mark; ? 


First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Below Average 


Comments: 

Punched & power tooled work done on 
flattened "cloverleaf” shaped cent (with 
neat, interesting textured appearance on 
the top hat). Stutter effect typical of high 
speed drill used on many neo-bos. No 


Second Authenticator: Delma Komines 
Quality: Below Average 


Comments: 
Mashed metal effect used by many to 
make modem "love tokens." 


alteration to face of Lincoln. 
Abe with tophat & corcob Artist: unknown Method: power tooled 
pipe. Date of Coin: 1957 Grade: ? Mint mark: D 
F-113 


Bearded man with derby hat. 


First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 


Comments: 
This is a high average carved punched 
piece, unusual because it is on an Indian 
cent. The beard, area over the hat, eye 
and possibly the nose has been punched. 
Long curved hat brim. 


Artist: unknown 
Date of Coin: 1907 


Grade: VF 


Second Authenticator: Delma Romines 
Quality: Average 


Comments: 
An excellent example of an Indian Head 
Cent hobo carving. 


Method: carved & punched 


Mint mark: 7 
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Odd & Curious Selections 


What is it? 


Buffalo nickel with small steel 
ball bearing as eye. 


First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 


Quality: 


Comments: 

This nickel has had a steel ball bearing 
inserted where the Indian's eye would be. 
It just happens to line up with the 
Buffalo's "jewels" on the reverse. [have 
asimilar example. This is not considered 
a hobo nickel, but the request was made 
for certification. 


Probable Artist: unknown Method: 


Date of coin: 1913 T-2 


Mint mark: P 


Second Authenticator: none 


Quality: 


Comments: 


Ifyou have one of these "ball bearing 
coins" - please drop a note to Editor, Bo 
Tales, I'd like to get an idea just how 
common these are. If you have one that is 
also carved, may we photograph it? 


Grade: high grade 


Cast Tokens 


on potty reverse. 


First Authenticator: Delma Romines 


Quality: Average 


Comments: 

Possibly two different works bonded 
together. What appears to be a seam 
almost completely encircles the edge. 
‘The edge has been heavily file dressed, 
and the diameter is only .805 inches 
instead of the normal .835 inches. 
Several small pits also around the edge 
which is a strong indication of metal 
porosity from bonding. Metal may not be 
correct composition. 


Probable Artist: uaknown = Method: cast 


Date of coin: no date 


Mint mark: none 


Second Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 


Quality: Above Average 


Comments: 

‘T agree that this is not an original carved 
coin, but two halves bonded together. It 
was probably made from a die of 2 carved 
pieces well prior to 1980, but it still must 
be classified as a neo-bo. 


‘This is another item OHNS would like to 
hear about, PLEASE LET US KNOW 
ABOUT ALL COUNTERFEIT, 
BONDED or CAST hobo nickels. 


Grade: 
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THE ORIGINAL HOBO NICKEL SOCIETY, Inc. 
P.O, BOX 1409 * MALVERN, PA 19355 
HOBO NICKEL AUTHENTICATION SUBMISSION FORM. 


Submissions will be reviewed by at least two authenticators who will give independent opinions on the originality, 
type, method(s), artist, condition and quality of the carving, Each coin will be photographed and described. Carvings 


considered to be original (not modem) will be registered and numbered. Please submit one form with each coin 
to one of the following authenticators: 


Bill Fivaz Gail Baker Kraljevich 
P.O. Box 888660 P.O. Box 1409 
Dunwoody, GA 30356-0660 Malvern, PA 19355 
Owner's name: OHNS Membership #. 


Address: 


Owner's value of coin (this information is necessary for insurance): $ 


Members:$15.00 per coin* or ten or more coins - $12.50 per coin* Non-members:$25.00 coin* 
“Includes postage and insurance up to $100.00. Ifyou dasire additional insurance, indicate the amount and include the additional cost 


T understand that the opinions rendered are strictly that, opinions, and are not a guarantee that the item is genuine. It is 
however, the best considered judgement by qualified specialists in the area, but others may reach different conclusions. 


OT authorize OHNS to use a photograph of this coin. OT authorize OHNS to use my name (not address), 


Signature of Submittor Date 


THE ORIGINAL HOBO NICKEL SOCIETY, Inc. 


P.O. BOX 1409 « MALVERN, PA 19355 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM 


O1 Please enroll me as a member in the Original Hobo Nickel Society, Inc. as indicated. 


C1 Please renew my membership (member number ) as indicated. 


5 years @ $40 113 years @ $25 D 1 year @ $10 
D Life @ $250 O Youth under 19@$5 Associate @ $5 (no mailings) 
Tam also enclosing a donation of for the OHNS Scholarship program. 
Name: Moniker (Nickname): 
Address: E-mail: 
Phone: 


I agree to abide by the Society's Code of Ethics. 


‘Signature of Candidate Sponsor’s Name 
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OHNS Publications Submission Deadlines 


Publication | February May August Nov. BoTales & | 
Submissions BoTales BoTales | BoTales | Auction Catalogue 
Coins to be Photographed (send to Bill Fivaz) |January1 | April | July 1 September 20 
Articles, Letters, Pictures, News Items, ete. | January 15 | April 1 July 15 October 15 
send to Gail- PO Box 1409 Malvern PA 19355 | (after FUN) 
Ads (submit camera ready with check) January 15 | April 1S | August1 | November 1 
Authenticated Coins for Jan. FUN Auction October 15 
Target Publication Date February 15 |May 15 | Aug31 | Thanksgiving | 


OHNS Advertisement Policy & Rates 


15 Prices quoted are for camera ready display copy. 
Ve Graphic layout & design @ $25.00 per hour is available. 
3. Pictures or graphics are encouraged. 
4. Payment in full must be submitted with ads. Make checks payable to Original Hobo Nickel Society. 
Bs All ads must be related to hobo nickels or associated materials or subject matter. 
6. Dealers must adhere to our Code of Ethics. 

***Numismatic flyers can be inserted & mailed with Bo Tales for as little as $150*** 

Annual - 4 Publications Single Issue - BoTales Single - Auction Catalogue 
Full Page Ad $225.00 $100.00 $125.00 
Full Page w/Cover $250.00 XX xX 
Half Page Ad $150.00 $75.00 $100.00 
Quarter Page Ad $100.00 $50.00 $75.00 
Inside Cover KX SX $175.00 
Back Issues Of BoTales Available for Sale - $3.00 each 

© August 1992 (reprint only) Vol. 1 No. 1 5 August 1997 Vol. 6 No. 2 
O April 1993 Vol. 2 No. 1 © November 1997 Vol. 6 No. 3 
O Fall 1993 Vol. 2 No. 2 0 February 1998 Vol. 7 No.1 
O Winter 1993 Vol. 2. No. 3 Action Catalogues - $3.00 cach (inc. prices realized) 
O July 1995 Vol. 4 No, 2 D January 1995 Auction#1 FUN 
O December 1995 Vol. 4 No. 3 O January 1996 Auction#3 FUN 
CG April 1996 Vol. 5 No. 1 O August 1996 Auction#4 Denver ANA 
O August 1996 Vol. 5 No. 2 O January 1997 Auction#5 FUN 
D April 1997 Vol. 6 No. 1 0 January 1998 Auction#6 FUN 


Make checks payable to Original Hobo Nickel Society & mail to: P.O. Box 1409, Malvern, PA 19355 
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Douglas F. Bird, Inc. 


U.S. Early Copper 


Large Cents * Half Cents * Colonials 
* High Grade Type Coins * 
* Hobo Nickels * 
Spectacular Modern Carvings By Ron Landis, Chicf Engraver of the Gallery Mint 


The Jester The Magestic Eagle Tribute to “Bo” Royal Stallion 
$1250 $1250 $1475 $1300 


P.O. Box 608, Hermosa Beach, CA 90254 
310-374-1764 


Answers To Hobo Puzzell On Page 18 
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The Blame Stops Here 
Chief Cook & Bottle Washer (President) 


Bill “Zemo” Fivaz 
e-mail: feev@webtvnct 
P.O. Box 888660, Dunwoody, GA 30356-0660 


Town Crier (Vice-President In Charge Of Publicity) 
Ray “Erie” Flanigan 
e-mail: coinguy @erols.com 


Head Scribbler (Secretary & Editor of Bo Tales) 
Gail Baker “Bo-ette” Kraljevich 
e-mail: abibaker@erols.com 
P.O. Box 1409, Malvern, PA 19355 


Bean Counter (Treasurer) 
Dallas “Colonel” Shaw 
e-mail: dashaw@gbso.net 


Trouble Maker (Sargent-At-Arms) 
Chuck “Buddha” Erwin 


Night Watch (Directors) 
James “(Choe-Chea” Taylor 
Executive Director 
National Model Railroad Association, Inc. 
4121 Cromwell Road, Chattanooga, TN. 37421 
J.T. “Bubba” Stanton (PRINTING) 
e-mail: jtstanton@zol.com 
1-800-828-8306 
Don “Sport” Farnsworth 
e-mail: dfarnsworth@erols.com 


Instigator (He Wrote the Book) 


Del “Slickrock” Romines 


Know-It-Alls (Authenticators) 
Bill “Zemo” Fivaz 
Gail “Bo-ette” Kraljevich 
Don “Sport” Farnsworth 
Dave “Willy” Wilson 


